
 

 

 

 
Draft Minutes, AGM June 4, 2017 

This is NOT an official or complete translation from the Official French version 
 

1. Presentation of the members of the Board of Directors 

2. Quorum and notice of assembly: Approved  

3. Adoption of the agenda: Approved 

4. Greetings and Info from Mrs Marie Desroches, director of the Auberge du Petit Bonheur : New camp for 

young people. Importance of Not using the water installations of the Auberge;  The safety of the 

children, the hostel is responsible for. There is the oppportunity to rent rooms for the Camp Jeune 

Air. 

5. Minutes of the 2016 AGM were approved. 

6. The students who were hired in 2016: a report of their work, and the survey they did, were presented. 

Thanks to MP David Graham who helped us get a grant for 2 students again this year (2017) with a 

mandate to educate people about MAE and to ensure that they do not circulate in the MAE areas. 

They'll be on the water, the street and they'll probably come and visit residents. 

7. Info on MAE : At Lake Trout, a study by Dr. Carignan was made in 2012, and nothing was done, the 

lake is no longer usable due to coverage with MAE. Some residents may be taking action 

concerning their property taxes. Some purchase offers of property were withdrawn due to 

presence of MAE. 

 

David Graham, MP spoke of MAE and the priority to deal with it. It affcets many if not most lakes 

in the area. A letter to constituents is planned. 

 

Benoit Huet updated attendees on the MAE issue: Note different jurisdictions: Lake surface is federal, 
lake bottom is provincial (MEEDP), shore is municipal. So many different parties involved, hard to know 
who is responsible for what and for all to agree. We managed to get the certificate of authorization 
to lay the jute tarp/canvas, thanks in great part to strong lobbying by MPP Pagé & Cousineau. 
Certificate deadline = December 31, 2017. Possibility of renewal, no idea since we are only 3 lakes 
to have obtained the agreement. 

8. Funding of MAE projects: Discussion led by Sylvain Gagnon (S. Gagnon) : Options include:  

• Laugh at it,  

• Wait for a sector tax: this is preferred option as it is most equitable, but there would be a 
delay of 2 years or more before anything happened. 

• Finance it ourselves 
Currently, another study is being done by Dr. Carignan (we think cost is $11,000, we 
questioned the need for this. The association did provide a copy of the survey it organized to 
VD, LS, and Ste-Agathe.   The three towns have declined to intervene at all for the time being. 
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Elections in November, any new council or mayor will have to review the whole thing ... The 
longer we wait, the more MAE will be in the lake, so the costs will be higher. Thus it was 
suggested we raise funds on our own, and now. 
 
The following summarizes the discussion about MAE: 
 
1. Provincial Government did not want use of sand in bags to hold down the tarp, so it might 

need rocks or concrete.  
2. Previous studies not comparable because of what was and what was not counted in the 

different studies. 
3. Block-Aid, company who could install the tarp, has offered 50% discount, we are first to 

get permit, we should take advantage of the offer now. 
4. We will need a company to oversee the project (province requires this), this would be 

ABV-7. They would need to make return trips to assure tarp remains in place, etc. 
5. Contributions are NOT tax deductible or creditable. Not certain whether Auberge can do 

this, unlikely. 
6. Possibility of getting financial support from businesses on or near the lake, or who benefit 

from the lake being used as it now is. 
7. Timing of project : Perhaps September? Biologists mentioned that it would be better to do 

this in the spring because the plants are less tall. 
8. Is there less MAE at the lake? We think NO, it is quite easily seen in many places. 
9. Lac des Sept Iles is ding the project with joint funding by town and residents. 
10. It would be easier to work with the cities and the association has tried several times. The 

Board has made numerous attempts to do this, without success. 
11. Is it important to stop traffic in the MAE zones. The canvas will be securely attached to the 

bottom of the lake and buoys identifying the cement blocks will be set up, a condition of 
the ministry. The success of the canvas at Lake Pimichangan is 96%. 

12. Have we searched the web to be less costly? The Board checked to buy it elsewhere bt 
this is not possible as the tarp needs to be specifically treated to be put in the lake. 

13. Can we take out a loan to do the work? This needs a guarantor or guarantors. The CA 
cannot be responsible or guarantor of a loan. We are all volunteers and have no 
mechanism to put this in place. Unless some private person or group wishes to do this.  

14. It is possible that Caisse populaire Desjardins may offer subsidy programs for this kind of 
thing. The CA will contact it to see what is possible. 

15. Someone from VDL will see if VDL could be guarantor for a loan.  
16. A pledge sheet was passed around, checks could be collected at meeting or mailed in 

later. 
17. Goal is $120,000, we may need to canvass hard to raise needed funds. If project cannot 

proceed, those who have paid in will be refunded what they contributed. 
18. Attendees were encouraged to notify their neighbours, encourage them to contribute.  

 
9. Information on Major Lake Issues 

• MEETINGS of the lac Quenouille Management Committee (D. Charron) : There are rare 
meetings; VDL decided to NOT recognize APLQ as representatives of lake residents, but 
other 2 towns still recognize the Association.  

• Presentations were made on the issues of  Plage Laurin, the dam, tax credits, … 
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• Buoys: The municipalities restrict us to install only 9. This seems senseless.  

• Boat Launch: the Auberge continues to allow us to use their beach, they were thanked. Two 
dates remain for this spring, June 4, June 17.ing: Thanks also conveyed to  municipality of Lake 
Superior for organizing the appointments. 

10. Presentation on the water quality and transparency of the lake  (B. Huet) : Results of recent tests were 
not available at time of AGM. 

11. Special offers for members: A number of local businesses have offered discounts for goods or services to 

association members, these are posted on web site. There was also a raffle for tickets to see KEITH 

URBAN and one for a hockey stick signed by players of the 2016-17 Canadiens  

12. Ratification of the absence of appointment of accountants or auditors for the current year: Approved 

13. Financial statements as at December 31, 2016 wwre presented by Marlene Locas-Rosen, and were 

approved. 

14. Change of Status: A motion was made to now use email as the “official” means of communication by the 

Association, so as to avoid the cost and time for hard copy communication. This was approved. 

15. Question Period  

16. Adjournment of the meeting. 

 

This Unofficial, and only general (not complete) English summary of the minutes prepared by Steven Nadler 


